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Highland Pack 4043 Webelos Dig Rock Quarry  

A BIG 9 Event  

ñAll aboard!ò was 
the cry as Ship 9 
held a flotilla for 

the Big 9 on 
August 8th 
and 9th at 
Lake Caryle.  
Ship 9, Crew 
9, Troop 9, 
and Pack 9 
invited their 
unit friends 
from Cub 

Scouts Pack 24 and Crew 775 sponsored by 
the Family Hospice Heartlinks.  This great 
gathering of friends and boats encompassed 1 
motor boat, 1 ski boat, 2 
canoes, 6 river kayaks, 2 sea 
kayaks, a sail boat and a row 
boat.  Over 50 people enjoyed 
the water during the 2 day 
event.  Austin Brouk was the 
BSA life guard in charge with 
the help of Mark Shaver.  

Austin began the event with a 
water safety class for each of 
the age groups.  Cubs, Boy 
Scout, Ventures, Sea Scouts, 
and their families enjoyed the 
fun in the sun and relaxed in the 
afternoon sun listening to Dee 
Dee Dells and her mom playing 
the Native American flute.  With 

chili cheese dogs on the grill and a breeze that 
kept the sail boat going the Ship has a 

wonderful time.  The Ship 
is looking forward to 
helping the Big 9 sponsor 
the event again next year 
with even more boats 
and more friends and 
family members . 

By Webelos Scout Nicholas D. Dugan 

Webelos Den 1 found 
themselves 220 feet below 
the surface of the earth and 
1½ miles deep into total 
darkness.  Sounds scary..... 
but really was so cool!  We 
are talking about our trip 
into the rock quarry mine in 
Alton IL.  The mine is about 
1½ miles wide and 1½ 
miles deep.  We went down 
in the mine in a big bus.  

DUN DUN DUNNNNNNNNNNNNNN!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

But, first we had to make sure we were 
certified.  We talked about explosives and what 
kind they used.  They mix fertilizer with diesel 
fuel.  Each one of the many blast happen 
almost at the same time.  They really are about 
a thousandth of a second apart so that the 
blast doesnôt shake the ground around the 
quarry as much.  It blasted 50x50 feet and 
then leave 50x50 feet for pillars to hold the 

rock ceiling up.  They would drill holes all the 
way down to the bottom floor 
to make sure that the blast 
doesnôt take out too much.  
The drill was the size of a 
bulldozer that ran on diesel 
fuel.  There is about 80 feet 
from the floor to the ceiling.  
The road in the mine is very 
wide because, they haul 
huge equipment in and out 
at the same time.  Since its 
underground, it is obvious 
that it is cooler than the 

surface temperature. It is 57 degrees all year 
round.  Doesnôt that sound so nice?  They use 
fans to push 200 cubic yards of air through the 
mine per minute.  For safety reasons everyone 
is required to have a pocket size oxygen filter, 
hard helmet, and flashlight at all times.  The 
pocket size oxygen filter lasts up to one hour.  
We received ball caps after we enjoyed 
cookies, brownies, chips, and quarry made ice 
cream.  We had a blast!! (Ha Ha Ha!)  



Its back to school time and for many 
families that also means back to Scouting!  
I hope that most of you had a chance to 
enjoy one of our great summer camp or day 
camp opportunities, and that the 
experience was all that you hoped for!  As 
we work our way through the recent council 
consolidation we are continuing to strive to 
find better and more efficient ways to serve 
units and support youth programming.  
Your ideas and dedication are not only 
appreciated, they are needed!  We still are 
in need of more volunteers at every level of 
the organization and this is the perfect time 
of year to seize that opportunity.   

As thousands of new boys will join our 
program in August, September, October, 
November and December - let's make sure 
to capture the enthusiasm of their parents 
as well!  As you well know, Scouting is a 
wonderful opportunity for families to spend 
time together and grow stronger but new 
parents are often hesitant to commit 
themselves to a full leadership position right 
off the bat.  That's OK!  We can ease them 
into it with smaller roles and project 
oriented assignments and after a little time 
they will hopefully catch the Scouting spirit 
and be looking for even more ways to get 
involved.  Some of our organization's best 
and most dedicated volunteers started out 
with that same reluctance and then, over 
time, they became the life blood of our 
organization!   

For those volunteers and parents who are 
already "on board" let's make sure that we 
take every opportunity to get them to 

training.  Our council training committee 
works tirelessly to ensure that there are 
numerous training opportunities for 
volunteers at every level of the organization 
- from the brand new online version of basic 
training "This is Scouting" to Wood Badge - 
there is something out there for everyone - 
maybe even YOU!  Study after study tell us 
that trained leaders provide the best and 
safest programs and units with the highest 
trained leader percentages also, not 
coincidentally, have the highest youth 
retention.  I would like to challenge every 
unit in our council to get every new leader 
trained within the first 90 days of joining 
your unit.  The result will be a great 
program for every youth in every unit! 

Finally, let me close by saying thank you.  I 
feel so blessed to have the opportunity to 
work for an organization that is led by such 
amazing and dedicated people, all guided 
by the simple but powerful words in the 
Scout Oath and Law.  I will continue to do 
my best to be Trustworthy, Helpful and 
Cheerful (as well as the other 9 points for 
those of you who are counting!) as we 
continue to build the legacy of the Lewis & 
Clark Council for the nearly 20,000 youth 
we currently serve and the tens of 
thousands we will serve in the years to 
come.  

Thanks for all you do to make it happen! 

Alicia  
Alicia M Lifrak 
Scout Executive 
Lewis and Clark Council, BSA 
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UNIT  CONTEST   

Look for upcoming information on a contest for all Scout units to 
decorate the front window of the Scout office!!!  Get your picture in 
the Compass and in the local newspaper!!!! 

FROM THE REGISTRAR TO ALL UNIT  LEADERS:  

Please destroy all old applications.  Old applications will not  be accepted.  
No exceptions. 

Adult applications are  #524-501  -  Youth applications are #524-406 

Please be patient if we have to send you back with new applications to be 
filled out and signed. 

 Scout Executiveõs 

Minute  
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Eddie Wilson 
Troop 13 
Belleville 

 

Joseph Reece 
Troop 54 
Smithton 

 

Joshua Peterson 
Troop 12 

Bunker Hill 

 

 

Eagleõs Aerie 
Shay Carter 
Troop 1093 

Meadow Heights  

 

Ryan Daggett 
Troop 1030 
Edwardsville 

 

GOOD TURN FOR AMERICA  

Fill it up!  2009 is the last 
segment patch.   

Have you done your 
good deed today?   
 

www.goodturnforamerica.org 

I LLINOIS  EAGLE SCOUT LICENSE  PLATES  
By purchasing a set of Eagle Scout License Plates, you will help support grants to the Boy 
Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.  Grants are awarded to the county divi-
sion in which the plates are sold. An applicant must provide a copy of his Eagle Scout Cer-
tificate or written proof of Eagle Scout rank from the local Boy Scout Council. 

Eagle Scout License Plates are multi-year and may be displayed on passenger vehicles, B-
trucks and vans weighing 8,000 pounds or less. 

Available as Random-Number,  Vanity, or Personalized Eagle Scout License Plates -  
Personalized plates can be 1 or 2 letters plus 1 thru 99 or 3 letters plus 1 thru 9 

To purchase Eagle Scout License Plates, please submit the appropriate request form along with your license plates registration or 
renewal application.  See http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/vsd746.pdf for more information 

NEW EAGLE SCOUT APP 

Effective August 1, 2009, the national 
office will no longer accept Eagle 
applications prior to the 2009 printing.  

http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/51
2-728_web.pdf 

 

 

Julian Blount II 
Troop 12 

Bunker Hill 

 

Derek Wood 
Troop 778 

Wood River 

 

25TH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  EAGLE SCOUT ASSOCIATION   

ADVANCEMENT  DAY -  A RESOUNDING  ACHIEVEMENT  
Rob Smith, Outgoing NESA Advancement Day Chairman (below addressing the crowd on flag 
hill), and the Lewis & Clark Council NESA Chapter put on itôs annual Advancement Day on 
Saturday, August 29 at Camp Joy in Carlyle.   

All who participated received a 25th Anniversary Advancement Day patch (right). 

Coordinating 25 merit badge classes on one day is a monumental challenge, but Rob and his 
team overcame many hurdles and hosted xxx Scouts.  These Scouts worked to either finish 

up a merit badge they started at camp or began on a new badge.  

A big thank you for to all who 
made this event a huge success! 



Council Activities  
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ANNUAL  HAUNTED  HAYRIDE   

AT  WARREN LEVIS  

FUN  FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY  

The Annual Warren Levis Haunted Hayride will take place on 
October 16, 17; 23, 24; & 30, 31.  These are the last three 
Friday and Saturday nights in October. 

This event has become very popular with Cub Scout packs as 
an October activity along with church youth groups.  Hay 
wagons depart every 10 ï 15 minutes for a ride through the 
camp.  Boy Scout units put on the displays that are geared for 
the entire family.  A flame breathing dragon and a giant spider 
are some of the most popular displays.  

The cost of the event is $6.00 per person, with children under 3 
free.  There is also a bon fire area with hamburgers, hot cider 
and hot chocolate for sale. 

Boy Scout units who are interested in become haunters for the 
weekend should contact Russ Leggett at 465-5773 to schedule 
dates. 

ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF MOUNTAIN  

MEN COME TO WARREN LEVIS  

One of the largest Boy Scouting events happens the first 
weekend in October at Camp Warren Levis in Godfrey.  This is 
the annual Rendezvous and is open to all Boy Scout Troops 
and Venture Units.  Second year Webelos are allowed to camp, 
but only with a Boy Scout Troop. 

The event offers hand on activities ranging from Hawk 
throwing, Black Powder rifle, Walking stick making and 
branding, a Blacksmith area where Scout get to make a take 
home project, lead pouring, one leg stool making, plus much 
more.  An old time Settler will be on hand for purchase of furs 
and other period items. 

This event was started in the old Trails West Council, and has 
grown each year in popularity.  A registration form is on line at 
the Council web site and also on page 9. 

100 TH  ANNIVERSARY  RV  

TRAVELING  THE COUNTRY  

STOPS AT  L&C COUNCIL  OFFICE  

CAHOKIA  MOUNDS  -  NATURE/C ULTURE HIKE  

September 26                    9: 30 am - 1 pm 

Led by a professional archaeologist, this 3 mile hike will take 
you through archaeological & natural areas of the site.  

www.cahokiamounds.org 

More Council Activities listed on page 24... 
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WANTED ð WORKABLE USED APPLIANCES  

Do you have a workable freezer, washer or dryer?  If you are 
interested in donating these items to our council camps, please 
contact Bob Smejkal at the Council Service Center.  These 
items must be in working conditions and not in need of repair. 

SCOUTING  FOR FOOD 

Drop off door hangers November 14 

Pick up food November 21 

MERIT  BADGE COUNSELORS 
We need ALL Merit Badge Counselors 
to complete an Adult Application form 
l isting code 42, Merit Badge 
Counselor, in the position code.  
National requires that we have a 
separate Adult Application form on file 
for this position, even if you are 
already registered in another 
leadership position.  There is no fee for 
this application.  Anyone who does not 
have an Adult Application form on file, 
will be removed from the Merit Badge 
Counselor list. 

We are also contemplating publishing the entire Merit Badge 
Counselor list (including all Districts) on the Council web page.  
It will include Merit Badge Counselor's name, city, merit badge 
taught and primary phone number.  If you want your information 
to be excluded from the web, please send a note to Bob 
Smejkal at rsmejkal@bsamail.org by October 1, 2009. 

 If you wish to become a Merit Badge Counselor, complete the 
Merit Badge Counselor application form that can be found on 
the web page and the Adult Application form and return both to 
the Council Service Center. 

OVC H ISTORY  BOOK 

Take a stroll down memory lane with this 
limited edition publication chronicling the 
45 year history of Okaw Valley Council.  
Available at the Council Office for only 
$10. 

All proceeds go in to the Lewis & Clark 
Council Endowment Fund. 

L&CC -  J AMES E. W EST FELLOWSHIP  AWARD 
The Lewis & Clark Council, Boy Scouts of America will be recognizing the first 100 charter members of 
the James E. West Fellowship in honor of the 100th Anniversary of Scouting.  A collectorôs patch (only 
100 will be created) and name recognition on a very special plaque will be provided to the first 100 
members who join the Fellowship between now and February 8, 2010.  

What It Is 
The James E. West Fellowship Award is a national recognition for individuals who contribute $1,000 
(which can be paid over a two year period) or more in cash or securities to their local council 
endowment trust fund.  This contribution is in addition to, and does not diminish or replace, the donorôs 
annual gift to the councilôs Friends of Scouting Campaign.  Organizations or individuals may contribute 
an award in honor of someone ï an Eagle Scout, a Silver Beaver recipient, council president, or district 
chairman, or in memory of a departed loved one, business associate, or special Scouter.  

Form of Recognition 
In addition to the special patch and plaque recognition being offered by the Lewis & 
Clark Council, there is recognition provided by the National Council, Boy Scouts of 
America.  The James E. West Fellowship Award is an attractive 8-by-10 inch, 
framed certificate, personalized with the donorôs name, date of gift, and council 
name.  In addition, there will be a distinctive lapel pin/charm and an embroidered 
square knot for uniform wear.  

Background and Significance 
The award is named after the first Chief Scout Executive of the Boy Scouts of America who exemplified Ralph Waldo Emersonôs 
observation that "an institution is the lengthened shadow of one man." Scouting today is the "lengthened shadow" of more than 
three decades of the farseeing and dedicated leadership of Dr. James E. West. 

Those who are recognized by the James E. West Fellowship Award will cast their own "lengthened shadow" as they help ensure 
the Scouting legacy for future generations of young people and create the financial stability of the program in the twenty-first 
century for their local council.  

Donôt miss out on this opportunity to help create a legacy for the newly formed Lewis & Clark Council.  This once in a lifetime 
opportunity should not be missed!  For more information contact Ben Blumenberg at the Council Service Center at 618-234-9111 
or ben.blumenberg@scouting.org 

mailto:rsmejkal@bsamail.org


Camping Notes  Fun With Son at  

Camp Van 
 Donõt miss out on some of the best 

 times of the year  

 What a way to end the summer  

 Your wait is over!  

  The Fun with Son Cub Camp will be held  

 September 11 ñ12 

Camp Vandeventer  

No dinner served Friday night  

Please eat before you come to camp.  

 If you have any questions concerning on this 

years fun filled summer camps.  

 Registration forms and  

information can be found at                                                  

www.lewisandclarkbsa.org  

Make plans to have FUN this summer  

Lewis & Clark Council BSA  

234 - 9111  
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